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UNHCR Korea starts ‘Future of Syria’ campaign to assist victims of three-year crisis
SEOUL, Republic of Korea, March 10 (UNHCR) –- As the war in Syria reaches its third year, UNHCR Korea is launching a campaign for the children of Syria who are becoming traumatized by psychological anxiety, domestic violence, lack of education, financial burden and other difficulties. 
Based on “The Future of Syria - Refugee Children in Crisis,” a comprehensive report on the Syrian refugee children which was released by the UNHCR Geneva headquarters late last year, the campaign is aimed at boosting people’s attention on the plight of young Syrian refugees. 

While donor support for Syria continues worldwide, UNHCR is concerned that the protracted war may exhaust the world’s donations and consideration. 

People can join the campaign at the Korean language multimedia microsite (www.unhcr.or.kr/futureofsyria) which features the findings of the comprehensive report as well as stories of individual refugee children who were willing to be interviewed by UNHCR and its partners. The campaign can be shared via Facebook, Twitter and email. People can also send message of solidarity to the Syrian refugee children and make donations.  
UNHCR Korea plans to appeal to the Korean public to take part in the Syria Emergency fundraising through online/TV advertising as well as Face-to-Face street fundraising. 
"As the devastating war in Syria is entering a third year, I ask the Korean people not to forget the children of Syria who are on the verge of becoming a 'Lost Generation' without the help from the international community," Mr. Dirk Hebecker, the Representative of UNHCR Korea, said. "The world must help and encourage these children, who will become the engines to rebuild Syria after war, not to give up on education or hope."  

UN High Commissioner for Refugees Mr. António Guterres had said “If we do not act quickly, a generation of innocents will become lasting casualties of an appalling war,” upon the release of the report late last year. 

“The Future of Syria” report was the first in-depth survey conducted by UNHCR of Syrian refugee children since the conflict began in March 2011. Among its findings are that many Syrian refugee children are growing up in fractured families, and that children are often the household’s primary breadwinners. Over 70,000 Syrian refugee families live without fathers and over 3,700 refugee children are either unaccompanied by or separated from both parents. 

In many cases, refugee families lacking financial resources send their children to work to ensure survival. In both Jordan and Lebanon, the researchers found children as young as seven years working long hours for little pay, sometimes in dangerous or exploitative conditions. In Za’atri refugee camp, Jordan, most of the 680 small shops employ children.  An assessment in 11 of Jordan’s 12 governorates found nearly one-in-two refugee households surveyed relied partly or entirely on income generated by a child. 

The UNHCR research details a painful life of isolation, exclusion and insecurity for many refugee children. Of those interviewed, 29 per cent said that they leave their home once a week or less. Home is often a crammed apartment, a makeshift shelter or a tent.

The report also shows that more Syrian child refugees are out of school than in. More than half of those in Jordan are not in school. In Lebanon, it is estimated that some 200,000 school-aged Syrian refugee children could remain out of school at the end of the year. 

Another disturbing symptom of the crisis is the vast number of babies born in exile without birth certificates – an essential document in the battle against statelessness. A recent UNHCR survey on birth registration in Lebanon revealed that 77 per cent of 781 refugee infants sampled had no official birth certificate. Between January and mid-October 2013, only 68 certificates were issued to babies born in Za’atri camp.

The unrest in Syria began on 15 March 2011, with protests spreading nationwide by April 2011. These protests were part of the wider North African and Middle Eastern protest movements known as the “Arab Spring.” 
UNHCR has warned that Syrians could soon overtake Afghans as the world's biggest refugee population, with their numbers expected to pass 4 million by year's end. The number of Afghan refugees was 2.6 million at the end of 2012 and Syrians, with nearly 2.5 million registered as refugees, should overtake that long before the end of the year. 
"It breaks my heart to see this nation that for decades welcomed refugees from other countries ripped apart and forced into exile itself," High Commissioner Guterres told a recent U.N. General Assembly. Just five years ago, Syria hosted the world's second-largest number of refugees, he said.

Currently, there are over 1.1 million Syrian refugee children, most living in neighbouring countries.
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